
MARCH 2025

NEWSLETTER
Issue 001

President Don Todd
Executive Vice President Miller T. Rodgers

Lobby Day Recap: February 25th Rally at
The Capitol for PDAB

Special thanks to AFSCME Chapter 31 and SEIU Healthcare for providing transportation and
lunch to IARA members



Events in 2025

The Illinois Alliance has several big
events coming up this year. 

Stay Tuned to Your Inbox for More Info
About:

Women’s History Month Virtual
Event 

Tuesday March 25th at Noon

Older Americans Month
Breakfast 

at IBEW 197, Bloomington Illinois 
Saturday May 17th at 8:30am

2025 Senior Power Celebration
Date TBD

2025 Biennial Convention
Saturday, September 13th

UAW Ottawa, Illinois

Executive Director Krystle Able will be in
contact with affiliates regarding all of

these events. 

Krystle can be reached at
Kable@Illinoisretiredamericans.org

309-831-5284
illinois.retiredamericans.org

Call or email her to set up your 2025
annual affiliate visits!

A  N O T E  F R O M  O U R
A C T I N G  P R E S I D E N T
M I L L E R  T .  R O D G E R S

T h e  I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  f o r
R e t i r e d  A m e r i c a n s  i s  s a d  t o

a n n o u n c e  t h a t  o u r  P r e s i d e n t ,
D o n  T o d d ,  w i t h  A F S C M E

S u b c h a p t e r  8 6  h a s  s t e p p e d
d o w n  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e

I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  P r e s i d e n t
T o d d ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r
o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  w o r k  a n d
m i s s i o n ;  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s

l i f e t i m e  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r
m o v e m e n t .  

D o n  T o d d  g u i d e d  t h e  I l l i n o i s
A l l i a n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  C O V I D

1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  t r a n s i t i o n s
b e t w e e n  m u l t i p l e  E x e c u t i v e

D i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  h a s  m a d e
m a n y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o u r

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p
a n d  g u i d a n c e  w i l l  b e

m i s s e d .  

I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  E x e c u t i v e
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  M i l l e r  T .
R o d g e r s  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h e

d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
o f  b o a r d  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t h e  r o l e  u n t i l  o u r

S e p t e m b e r  1 3 t h ,  2 0 2 5
B i e n n i a l  C o n v e n t i o n  a t

w h i c h  t i m e  a l l  f i v e  e x e c u t i v e
o f f i c e r s  w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d .  



T h e  I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  h a s  T w o  i n -
p e r s o n  a c t i o n s  y o u  c a n  j o i n  u s  a t

t h i s  m o n t h !  

T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 8 t h
H o m e  C a r e  L o b b y  D a y - S E I U  H e a l t h c a r e

S p r i n g f i e l d ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J o i n  S E I U  H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  c o a l i t i o n  p a r t n e r s
t o  l o b b y  f o r  H o m e  c a r e  a t  t h e  I L  S t a t e

C a p i t o l .  
M o r e  i n f o :  b i t . l y / h o m e c a r e l o b b y d a y

S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  2 2 n d
T o w n h a l l  o n  M e d i c a i d ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F u n d i n g

a n d  m o r e
M i d w e s t  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  A r t s  C o m p l e x

2 2 5  C l a y  A v e n u e ,  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s  
3 p m  -  4 p m

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r y  M i l l e r  h a s  n o t  r e s p o n d e d
t o  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t o  d i s c u s s
c o n c e r n s  i n  p e r s o n  a t  a  t o w n  h a l l .  J o i n

I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  f r o m
R e p  M i l l e r ’ s  D i s t r i c t  t o  t a l k  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t

y o u r  c o n c e r n s .



M o r e  W a y s  t o  B e  I n v o l v e d

I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  C e l e b r a t e s  W o m e n ’ s
H i s t o r y  M o n t h !
V I R T U A L  E V E N T

T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 5 t h
E Q U A L  P A Y  D A Y
1 2  p m -  1 : 3 0  p m

J o i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  i n  c e l e b r a t i n g
W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  b y  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t

w o m e n ’ s  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  l a b o r  m o v e m e n t
w i t h  I l l i n o i s  L a b o r  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  B o a r d
M e m b e r  A l m a  W a s h i n g t o n  f o l l o w e d  b y  a
p a n e l  o f  u n i o n  w o m e n  f r o m  5  d i f f e r e n t
u n i o n s  w h o  w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  h o w  f a r  w e

h a v e  c o m e  a n d  h o w  u n i o n s  c a n  h e l p
b r i d g e  t h e  g a p .

R e g i s t e r  i n  A d v a n c e :  b i t . l y / I A R A W H M



JOIN US for our Home Care
Lobby Day in Springfield!
SEIU HCII and Coalition Partners

BIG LOBBY DAY
TUES, MARCH 18

Illinois State Capitol, Springfield, IL

We’re calling on our senior allies and retirees
to help us fight back against threats to Medicaid!

USE YOUR PHONE TO SCAN THIS QR CODE or
visit our website at

bit.ly/homecarelobbyday and we will follow
up to arrange transportation.



Join the Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans
for a virtual event event on Equal Pay Day to
celebrate Women’s History Month
MARCH 25TH, 2025
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm VIRTUAL

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

TOPIC DISCUSSIONS:
Presentation by Illinois Labor History Society on
Women in Labor History
Panel with women in unions on workplace equity,
equality and what we are still fighting for

Virtual Presentation & Panel
Hosted by Illinois Alliance for Retired

Americans

bit.ly/IARAWHM

reserve your spot!



In Defense of Medicaid,
medicare,social security & SNAP

bit.ly/IARAGetInvolved

Monday, February 24th
Members of the Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans Joined Citizen Action
Illinois and our Allies for a Press Conference and Rally to Protect Our Care in

Normal, IL, where Congressman Darin LaHood has an office.
Unfortunately, Congressman LaHood’s office as empty, but our voices were

heard nonetheless! 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
U . S .  H O U S E  P L A N S  F O R  C U T S  T O  M E D I C A I D  W O U L D :

C U T  A C C E S S  T O  H E A L T H C A R E  F O R  1 6 0 , 0 0 0 +  P E O P L E  I N  I L - 1 6
I N C L U D I N G  2 1 , 0 0 0  W H O  A R E  E N R O L L E D  I N  T H E  A F F O R D A B L E

C A R E  A C T ,  1 3 9 , 4 7 4  P E O P L E  O N  M E D I C A I D



The Community Advocacy Network (CAN) is the community
and individual membership program of the Alliance for
Retired Americans. CAN members, in partnership with

sponsoring organizations of the Alliance, work to ensure that
all seniors and retirees can live a life of dignity and

retirement security. 

The CAN program is the mechanism to bring non-union
members and individual union members together into the

advocacy programs of the Alliance. Our focus is to protect
and expand Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and

pensions, to provide retirement security on the Federal level;
as well as affordable healthcare, aging in place, worker’s

rights, pensions, and more in Illinois.

Membership Definition: A CAN member is an individual
who pays their own dues to the Illinois Alliance and is not

a member of a participating sponsoring organization

CAN is designed to give a voice to the individual members
of the Alliance, and provide a mechanism to reach out to

other individuals and community based organizations.
Through this outreach, new individual members and activists

can become members of the Alliance.

C O M M U N I T Y  A D V O C A C Y
N E T W O R K  ( C A N )

J O I N  T H E  I L L I N O I S
A L L I A N C E  F O R  R E T I R E D
A M E R I C A N S  C A N  N E T W O R K
T O D A Y  F O R  A  D O N A T I O N
O F  $ 1 0  P E R  Y E A R

T I N Y U R L . C O M / I L L I N O I S A L L I A N C E

Executive Director: Krystle Able
Kable@Illinoisretiredamericans.org
PO Box 373  Normal Illinois 61761


