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NEWSLETTER

The Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans Inaugural Older Americans Month Breakfast was a
big success! We heard from State Rep Sharon Chung, Congressman Eric Sorensen via video,
IEA Member Dylan Toth, and ARA Field Director Maureen Dunn. Topics included state and

federal legislative updates, why we need to fix Tier 2 pensions. We enjoyed the venue at IBEW
197 in Bloomington, IL, and catering of oatmeal bar, yogurt bar, and breakfast sandwiches

from Nelson’s Catering; as well as pastries, juices, and coffee. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend. 

Appreciation also goes to Janet Kilgus (IEA-Retired) and Stephanie Soderstrom (AFSCME
Subchapter 79) for being on the planning committee with our Executive Director, Krystle Able. 

Location: IBEW 197 Bloomington                Date: May 17th

Special Guests: State Rep Sharon Chung, Congressman Eric Sorensen (via video), IEA member
Dylan Toth, and Maureen Dunn, ARA Field Director! 

Sponsors included: AFSCME Subchapter 79, Rooted Wealth, Institute for Financial Education,
Illinois AFL CIO, Janet Kilgus and Friends, IEA-Retired, IBEW 197, West Central Union Retirees

Interim President Miller T. Rodgers

I N A U G U R A L  O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S  M O N T H  B R E A K F A S T



MO R E  P H O T O S  O F  T H E  O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S

M O N T H  B R E A K F A S T  I N  B L O OM I N G T O N ,
I L L I N O I S

M O R E  P H O T O S  O F  T H E  O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S
M O N T H  B R E A K F A S T  I N  B L O O M I N G T O N ,

I L L I N O I S



Celebrating A Retiree
Hero:

Congresswoman Delia
Ramirez

P i c t u r e d :  P e t e r  M e n d o z a  ( A F S C M E  R e t i r e d ) ,
C o n g r e s s w o m a n  D e l i a  R a m i r e z ,  T h e r e s a  M e n d o z a  ( I A R A

M e m b e r ) ,  K r y s t l e  A b l e , ( I A R A  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ) ,  S o n n y
G a r c i a  ( A F S C M E  R e t i r e d ,  a n d  C h a r l o t t e  S a n d e r s  ( C T U

R e t i r e d )

I A R A  M e m b e r s  c l o s e d  o u t  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s
M o n t h  b y  a w a r d i n g  C o n g r e s s w o m a n  D e l i a

R a m i r e z  w i t h  a  R e t i r e e  H e r o  A w a r d .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R a m i r e z  h a s  e a r n e d  a  1 0 0 %
l e g i s l a t i v e  s c o r e  w i t h  t h e  A l l i a n c e  f o r  R e t i r e d

A m e r i c a n s  f o r  h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s e n i o r s ,  l a b o r ,
r e t i r e m e n t  w i t h  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  t h e  w o r k  s h e  i s  d o i n g  f o r
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  3  a n d  t a k i n g  t i m e  t o

s p e a k  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s .  

F r i d a y ,  M a y  3 0 ,  C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i st h



Protesting A Retiree Zero:
Congressman Darin

LaHood

I A R A  m e m b e r s  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  S p r i n g  p r o t e s t i n g
C o n g r e s s m a n  D a r i n  L a H o o d  a t  h i s  i n - d i s t r i c t

o f f i c e s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  c u t s  t o  M e d i c a i d ,
M e d i c a r e ,  a n d  S N A P  i n  H . R .  1 ,  t h e  b u d g e t  b i l l .

 
W e  h a v e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  P r o t e c t  O u r  C a r e ,

A l l i a n c e  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  S E I U
H e a l t h c a r e ,  C i t i z e n  A c t i o n - I L ,  A I D S  F o u n d a t i o n

o f  C h i c a g o ,  L I F E  C I L ,  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o
e n s u r e  C o n g r e s s  i s  h e a r i n g  t h e  v o i c e s  o f  p e o p l e

w h o  w i l l  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e s e  c u t s ,  i n c l u d i n g
s e n i o r s  a n d  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .



Biennial Convention
2025

T h e  2 0 2 5  B i e n n i a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e
I l l i n o i s  A l l i a n c e  f o r  R e t i r e d  A m e r i c a n s  

S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5t h

U A W  P a t  G r e a t h o u s e  C e n t e r
O t t a w a ,  I l l i n o i s

The IARA Biennial Convention is extra special in 2025 because we are
electing FIVE officers--President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Chief Financial Officer. 

Beginning in 2025, board officers will serve two year terms rather
than four. 

Also new in 2025, Sustaining Organization Vice Presidents will have
the ability to appoint one labor director each to the board. 

All affiliates who are current on their dues should have received the
convention registration materials via USPS. If you have not, please
contact our executive director, Krystle Able to get a copy emailed to
you and confirmation on the number of delegates your organization
is entitled to have. 

Breakfast and lunch on Saturday are included for all attendees and
guests. 

Rooms at the UAW lodge are available for Friday night at additional
cost and must be reserved in advance through Krystle Able at IARA. 

Krystle Able
309-831-5284

Kable@illinoisretiredamericans.org



For	questions	about	sponsorship,	or	other	event	information,
contact	Executive	Director	Krystle	Able	at	kable@illinoisretiredamericans.org	or	by	phone	at

(309)	831-5284	

Please	Email	Krystle	your	ad	or	logo	no	later	than	September	30th,	2025	

President
Don	Todd

Executive Vice-President
Miller	T.	Rodgers	

2025	Senior	Power	Celebration	Sponsorship	
Chicago Teachers Union–1901 WCarroll, Chicago 60612 

Wednesday,	October	22nd,	2025	-Doors	Open	at	11:30	-Lunch	at	12:00pm	

Host:	$1,500	

Sponsor:	$750	

Co-chair:	$3,000	

Our progress in the pursuit of dignity and economic security in retirement for all depends on the support of our
members, affiliated organizations, and allies like you. Help us advance our mission, while celebrating our success,

by sponsoring our 2025 Senior Power Celebration. 

Your sponsorship grants you &your guests access to this year’s event, and includes promotional features space in 
our ad book and amessage of appreciation to your organization as part of the event where we will honor Il 

Senator Robert Peters with this year’s Retiree Champion award, Brad Schwanda UAW Region 4, with the Jerry 
Prete Award, and Don Todd &Kim Johnson, IARA Board Members with the Frank and Beatrice Lumpkin Award. 

There will be additional fundraising opportunities during the event including a50/50 raffle and other prizes. 

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Your logo or amessage of congratulations included in printed and digital program
Aspecial acknowledgement during the event
Event Access for up to 4guests of your choosing (½ table) 

Full page design in our printed program The same design in our digital program which will be
emailed to our members and subscribers Aspecial acknowledgement during the opening of the
event Event access for up to 16 guests of your choosing (2 tables) 

Half page design in our printed program
The same design in our digital program which will be emailed to our members and subscribers
Aspecial acknowledgement during the event
Event access for up to 8guests of your choosing (1 table) 

The Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans (IARA) is an organization as described in 26 U.S.C. §501(c)4. It is exempt from taxation under 26
U.S.C. §501(c). The funds raised by the 2025 Senior Power Celebration will be used to support IARA's principal mission. 



` 

Executive Director Krystle Able
309-831-5284 or Kable@illinoisretiredamericans.org	

The following guests will attend the Senior Power Celebration:
(If guests are unknown please indicate TBD and we will follow up with you) 

NAME EMAIL	 or	 Phone	Number	
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10.	
11.	
12.	
13.	
14	
15	
16. 

 

Please	Submit	This	Registration	Form	and	Payment	No	Later	than	September	30th,	2025	

Organization:___________________________________________ Contact Name: __________________________________________ 

Phone Number:________________________________________ Email Address: _________________________________________  
⬜ 
⬜

⬜ 
 

Yes,	We will be a Co-Chair at $3,000	 ⬜	Yes,	We will be a Host at $1,500

⬜	We would like _____ individual	tickets at $150 each Yes,	We will	be a Sponsor at $750 

We cannot attend but would like to support with a monetary donation of $__________ 

 

Mail form and payment to: 

Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans 

PO Box 373, Normal, Illinois 61761
	



The Community Advocacy Network (CAN) is the community
and individual membership program of the Alliance for
Retired Americans. CAN members, in partnership with

sponsoring organizations of the Alliance, work to ensure that
all seniors and retirees can live a life of dignity and

retirement security. 

The CAN program is the mechanism to bring non-union
members and individual union members together into the

advocacy programs of the Alliance. Our focus is to protect
and expand Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and

pensions, to provide retirement security on the Federal level;
as well as affordable healthcare, aging in place, worker’s

rights, pensions, and more in Illinois.

Membership Definition: A CAN member is an individual
who pays their own dues to the Illinois Alliance and is not

a member of a participating sponsoring organization

CAN is designed to give a voice to the individual members
of the Alliance, and provide a mechanism to reach out to

other individuals and community based organizations.
Through this outreach, new individual members and activists

can become members of the Alliance.

C O M M U N I T Y  A D V O C A C Y
N E T W O R K  ( C A N )

J O I N  T H E  I L L I N O I S
A L L I A N C E  F O R  R E T I R E D
A M E R I C A N S  C A N  N E T W O R K
T O D A Y  F O R  A  D O N A T I O N
O F  $ 1 0  P E R  Y E A R

T I N Y U R L . C O M / I L L I N O I S A L L I A N C E

Executive Director: Krystle Able
Kable@Illinoisretiredamericans.org
PO Box 373  Normal Illinois 61761


